From the Rector

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

A very young child sets out to take some of his or her very first steps. To
you or me, the few feet that separates that child from their parent is little
more than an arm=s length but to that small child, unfamiliar with the
simple process of walking, it might as well be the width of an ocean.
The child hangs on to the leg of a chair looking tentatively, longingly, at
the floor and the parent, taking a few small half steps before drawing
back. Then the parent reaches out with a hand, gently, lovingly,
hopefully offering to guide the child; and, in an instant, completely
trusting the love which that hand so firmly and tangibly represents, the
small child reaches out and takes a hold; and abandons the chair for the
freedom of walking: a world of new beginnings and new possibilities
summed up in one tiny step.
I don=t know what it may be that you will face with the same fear and
anxiety with which that child faces the prospect of unfamiliar territory.
For the past two years every day has come with unexpected surprises and
changes. And even now we’ve can’t really be sure what things are going
to look like a month from now let alone a year. The impact of the
Omicron variant is not yet to be fully understood; and how knows what
Greek letters will be etched in our memory before all of this is over.
So, I don’t know what fears and worries you are now facing or will yet
have to face; and on this incredibly uncertain journey, I don=t know what
you will cling to for security in those moments of doubt. But whatever
you chose to cling to, I suspect that, in the end, it may prove as unreliable
and unstable as a chair leg.
But as this New Year unfolds; as each day brings with it new challenges
and new fears, I hope that you will trust the hand that God holds out to
you. The Good News of the birth of the Christ at Christmas reminds us
that God reaches out to us even today in tangible ways; that he lives with
us, and that changes everything.

the world a place where trust makes sense? And, deeper still, am I
confident that even in my failings and my betrayals I am loved and
trusted?
May everything we do this year speak of the trust that we have in this
incarnate Lord who lives each and every moment of each and every day
with us; and may everything we do speak of our willingness to keep our
promises and respect the trust that others place in us. Let us, this year,
help to make this a world where others are able to take those first few
steps over fear and doubt because they have seen and known, in our lives,
the power of our Incarnate Saviour Jesus Christ to change everything.
OUR WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY resumes this coming Friday, January 7th,
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. For the next few weeks we’ll be
continuing with our look at the major festivals of the Jewish calendar.
We’ve looked at Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesach, and
Shavuot; and we’re now turning our attention to some of the minor
festivals such as Hanukkah and Purim. If you’d like to join us, even
occasionally, please let the Rector know so that he can send the Zoom
link to you.

BC: AD
U.A. Fanthorpe
T hi s wa s t he m om e nt whe n Be fore
T urne d i nt o Aft e r, a nd t he fut ure 's
Uni nve nt e d t i me ke e pe rs pre se nte d a rm s.
T hi s wa s t he m om e nt whe n not hi ng
Ha ppe ne d. Onl y dull pea c e
Spra wl e d bori ngl y ove r t he e a rt h.

I hope that living with that trust in God’s Grace also changes the way that
we live with each other. I hope that we’re willing not just to trust but to
be worthy of the trust of all those who know us.

T hi s wa s t he m om e nt whe n e ve n e ne rget i c Rom ans
Coul d fi nd not hi ng be t te r t o do
T ha n count i ng he a ds i n rem ot e provi nce s.

Each person's life gives a message of one kind or another, a message
about what kind of world this is. And as this New Year starts, perhaps
one of the biggest questions each of us could ask is: "what message does
my life give?" As Rowan Williams has suggested, we might want to ask
ourselves some basic questions at this time of year, such as: Am I making

And t hi s wa s t he m om e nt
W he n a fe w fa rm worke rs a nd t hre e
Me m be rs of a n obsc ure Pe rsi a n sec t .
W a l ke d ha pha z a rd by st a rl i ght st ra i ght
Int o t he ki ngdom of he a ve n.

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is
the traditional unceded territory of the Wəlastəkwiyik
(Wolastoqiyik) Peoples. This territory is covered by the
“Treaties
of
Peace
and
Friendship”
which
Wəlastəkwiyik
(Wolastoqiyik),
Mi’kmaq,
and
Passamaquoddy Peoples first signed with the British
Crown in 1726. The treaties did not deal with
surrender of lands and resources but in fact
recognized Mi’kmaq and Wəlastəkwiyik (Wolastoqiyik)
title and established the rules for what was to be an
ongoing relationship between nations.
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J A N U A R Y 5: T WE L FT H N I GHT
6:30 p.m. – Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist
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J A N U A R Y 6: T HE F E A ST OF T HE E PI PHA NY
8:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer
J A N U A R Y 7: I N T HE O C TA V E OF E PI PHA NY
4:00 p.m. – Evening Prayer (Z oom )
J A N U A R Y 8: F I R ST S U N D AY A FT ER E PI PHA N Y
9:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer
10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist for the Nativi ty
J A N U A R Y 9: F I R ST S U N D AY A FT ER E PI PHA N Y
9:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer
10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist
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Do you hear wha t the shipwrec ke d are sa ying? Le t go of your
paltry desires and e xpa nd your e xpec ta tions. C hristma s me a ns
that God has give n us nothing le ss tha n himse l f a nd his na me
is Jesus Christ . Be unwilling ne xt Chri stma s to se ttle for
anything else. Don't o rde r "just a piec e of toa st" whe n e ggs
Benedict are on the me nu. Don't c ome with a thimble whe n
God has no thing le ss to g ive you tha n the oc e a n of himse lf.
Don't be contente d with a "nic e " Chris tma s w he n Je sus sa ys,
"it has pleased my Fa the r to give you the King dom."
Brennan Manning
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER
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CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS

Ja n u a ry 1 , 2 0 2 2

Ja n u a ry 2 , 2 0 2 2

Unto us a Child is born!
O come, let us worship!

Unto us a Child is born!
O come, let us worship!

4:30 p.m. – Evening Prayer:

9:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer:

Psalms 85, 113 | Deuteronomy 30 | Colossians 2:8-15

Psalm 132 | Isaiah 41:21-end | 1 St. John 1:1-2:6

5:00 p.m. – The Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m. – The Holy Eucharist

Introit Psalm 19:1-6:
The Gloria:
The Collect:
The Old Testament Reading:
Psalm 145:8-13:
The Epistle:
Gradual Psalm 110:1-4:
The Holy Gospel:
The Creed:
The Homily
The Prayers of the People:
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Gradual Psalm 110:1-4:
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The Prayers of the People:

The Consecration:
Post Communion Prayer:

page 351
page 86
page 113
Isaiah 62:10-12
page 516
page 113
page 477
page 114
page 71
L: Lord, in your mercy
C: Hear our prayer
page 82
page 85

So may I suggest, the secret of Christmas
It's not the things you do, at Christmas time
But the Christmas things you do all year
Ella Fitzgerald
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